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TOWBOAT SPRAGUE. LARGEST IN THE WORLD. IS & TRIUMPH

JULY

f‘ 1902.

Soft Coal Combine of Pittsburg Preparing to Fight the Oil Burners in Southern Territory—Most Opulent of the Minor Trusts—
Signs of a Prodigious Increase of Steel Vessel Building for Coal, Grain and Qil Transportation on the Mississippi and Ohio Rivers,
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STERN VIEW OF THE DBIG VESSEL.
Boat—Speague, most powerful In Weslern ma- ) high side getting dry and superbealting ; generators as any ocean vessel Thers s
ters their steam & | but one other stemmer om the Misdra'pp!
‘{jwner-Monongaheia Coal as@ Coke Company, | This, oild- timer was with a similar equipment, That is the Dia-
O eatar it HeoCasia b Vaanss: Sw. ciinmand. | Cise. nf " thanmost dostry y steam? mond Jo steamer Quiney, which !s noted
tag the Joa. T. Willkma, the pext biggest tow-  Ciskster in the histery of Western fer her economy as a fuel user. It was sup-
= " navigaton e exploslen at the foot of plied hy the sams Dubugue foundry that
c-pressure, all steel, pos-inSammable Island No. 10, of the big side-whe Sul- I bulit the Sprague. The central point of
r works, § feet draft, i1l feet % tana, with ths Forty-second Ohlo Infantry | ymig "r!tr"} 1s & completaly water-jasketed
Il: wheei @0 by @ Teet- § on board. The men crowded to one side 19 | fire by o that «very calory of combus-
SXuricus cabin, gt ses Grant's famed isiand fortification. and | giap ,.‘.,‘ in the ash-hed, is exerted for
thus listed the vessel wo that the bollers | yhe belling of the water
an the other side ran partly dry and blew X E & e
up frem those uncantroliable  eth ot | Crushed-Granite Filter
1! ™ r y angin h e . -
arg furning meam, Fhick no engineer has ovor | Insures Clean Water for Boiler.
N ¥ Hi SUUNDAY REPUBLIC strong enough to hold 1 The condensera of the low.pressure ovi-
Trst towboat, Bprague, now The new towboat has as fine a bartery of ! inder supply clear heated water back 1o the
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1 lows: Two main engines, two blowers for
forced draft in furnaces, eight *“niggers.*
| one mtearing gear, one shipping-up engine
| for reversing main eangines, one lever-ship-
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PIKE COUNTY FARMERS TRADE BY LONG-DISTANCE TELEPHONE
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Lines Centering at Louisiana, Mo, Enable Rural Subscribers to Transact Business With Facility or Discuss the Imoortant News of the FHawr

‘HYB.Broero

pecial Correspondence of The Sunday Mepublic

LOJ!L:l.nl Mo,, Joly 5~The accomplish-
ments d) the long-distance telephope have
oceased 1o causse wonder, but the rapidity
with which the teicphone Is Invading the
rural districts is remarkable

In its earllest dayvs the telephone was
ennsidered possible only in the great clties
The small towns found IL practicsl, and
pow the telephone box is common In the
tarmhouse. The more remote bis location
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ths mors convenlent the farmer finds speak-
Ing communication with his nelghbors and
his trading point. Expense {s so slight that
the telephone is fast becoming the ruls
rather than the exception in the country.
Indeed, no discussion of the talephone nat
the beginning of the present century Is com-
piete without a chapter on “The Farmer
and the Telephone '™

. Owing to the fertility of the soll, which
makes thy farmer of Fike Counity prosper-

:m. he enjoys all the convenlences gumm-
le.

The first farmer in this county to put In
& telephone was H. V. P. Biock of Aber-
deen. He has a srlmd!d country home, on
the gravel road, twelve miles south of bare
When a telephone system was instailsd In
this city, twenty years ago, Mr. Bitck be-
®5n to plan a line to his place.
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bullt, however, unudt about eight yeatrs ago.
and even at = late 5 date as that the tele-
phone was considerad a luxury In the ecun-
try. When first established the exchange
in this ecity was owned by a foreign cor-
poration, which &id not encourage country
lines.
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Soan Mr. Rulflum began o build lnes of |

his own along the gravel roads, and as
thess lnes were part of his system. the
service was in great demand. He made a
specialty of country lines constructing

them of cedar poles, with a metallic circuilt.
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